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Betty Claussen hosted the 


October meeting. After a lovely 
brunch and our business meeting, 
she shared her experiences as a 
member of the U.S. Basketball team 
in the Olympics. 
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Our November meeting was held 
at the home of Jean Staggs. After 
a lovely brunch and having our 
business meeting, Vera Hansen gave 
a program on Raggedy Ann and Andy. 








Faye Harvey hosted the 
December meeting at their 
new home on the river. 

She served a lovely brunch 
and then gave a program on 
"Tea Time", Later we had 
our gift exchange. 
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December 2, 2000 - Quester Tea at Terrace Hill in 


Des Moines. 
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Mrs. Vilsack speaking to us. 
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The mirror Iowa Questers had refinished 
for dining room at Terrace Hill. 
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Sideboard in dining room. 
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By Debra Fiderlein lady Cpe er | 
LE CLAIRE — Every Ghreanne Eve, Betty Claussen tries 
to give her family a little extra luck for the coming year. 

A long-standing Claussen tradition, a German pudding 
called Groten Hans, is the center of their holiday meal. 

“It brings you good luck,” Claussen says of the sweet, cake- | 
like pudding. Groten Hans is a steamed pudding much like an 
English Plum Pudding. 

Claussen says Germans eat the pudding with their main- 
dish meat, instead of for dessert, because they don’t include 
as much sugar. 

She learned to make the special family treat shortly after 
she married husband Arnie. They spent 47 years together on 
their Scott County farm before his death this past year. 

__ Arnie’s‘mother taught Claussen how to make the special 
pudding. She recalled there was no written recipe and no 
exact measurements — just “a little of this, a little of that.” 

The recipe originally called for one-half cup of lard. 
Claussen eventually changed it to butter. She notes not every- 
one’s Hans is alike. “Even in our family, the different ones 
that make it, it was entirely different,” she says. 

Claussen has been passing on the Hans tradition and 
recipe, giving presentations about the Hans to area groups. 

“I think here in Scott County, I’ve revived it,” she quips. 

To make the Hans, Claussen uses a molded steamer, noting 
there are many versions available with decorations and dif- 
ferent shapes. 

__ She suggests if a steamer is not available, use a bundt pan, 

_ angel food cake mold or something that can be steamed for at 
least two hours. “It takes two (pans) when we're 
all together,” says Claussen of her three sons and 





their families. 
__ The Germans also would wrap the batter ina 5g Crotenligns 
_ wet cloth and tie the top with a wooden spoon oe ue | 
_and boil it. This was called Mehlbudle. Poe Tie 4 
__ “Everybody does it a little different,” she says. sp : INDI POWCET: 3 
Steamed puddings are served with sauces,and | tsp. sa f b 
Claussen usually makes several kindstoserve 3 €995,Slig tly beaten 
“with the Hans. — 1C milk | ! 
es a , | %C shortening 


ce eee a eared to make many other of | %G. raisins (optional) 
| ee ries that he ae oR rey = | Mix eggs, milk and shortening. Blead 
cooked something he didn’t like, I always cooked in flour, sugar, salt and baking powder 


7, 
x orn ih © Wee, Sed ht, ess ts ore 


‘something extra.” - "until vl moistened. Add raisins. 
_ While her son, Dale, has taken over the family | _ Pour into greased and floured Hans 
farm, Claussen maintains her many chickens, "form or steamed pudding pan and steam - 


turkeys, ducks and geese there. ~ for wo hours. Remove frompanand 


‘Thanksgiving is busy for her and the grand- — i = 

| children, who help dress the poultry for local ‘ place on apa and slice, oe slices with a 

_ | sale. She sells to three area meat markets, in ad- “sauce: Cone Pe ON ee en 
oun “dition to the many friends and neighbors. - 2S “af se coe SS 
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Cherry Sauce: — 

2 C. frozen cherries and juice (may 
use pie filling) | 

% C. sugar 

3 T. comstarch 

2 T. butter 

3-4 drops almond flavoring 

Mix sugar and comstarch and add fo 
cherries and juice. Bring mixture fo a 


boil. Add butter and almond flavoring. 


Hans Sweet and Sour Sauce: 

2 T. butter, melted and browned 

2 T. flour 

2 T. sugar 

2 I. Karo syrup 

1 T. vinegar . 

Combine above ingredients. Add 
water to make sauce thick. 


Raspberry Sauce: 
1 pkg. fresh or frozen raspberries 
ae ee NESE | Fel © sugar : 
LEFT: Betty Claussen removes the Groten Hans, a German pudding, after steam- é i ee 
_ ing ttfor two hours. RIGHT: The pudding is removed from the mold and placed =| {ct raspberries stand for two hours 
ona platter. Claussen says it is important to grease the inside of the Hans mold, with sugar and comstarch. 

including the flute of the mold. Add water and stir to thicken juice. 
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2 C. frozen cherries and juice (may 
use pie filling) | 

% C. sugar 

3 T. comstarch 

2 T. butter 

3-4 drops almond flavoring 

Mix sugar and comstarch and add fo 
cherries and juice. Bring mixture fo a 


boil. Add butter and almond flavoring. 


Hans Sweet and Sour Sauce: 

2 T. butter, melted and browned 

2 T. flour 

2 T. sugar 

2 I. Karo syrup 

1 T. vinegar . 

Combine above ingredients. Add 
water to make sauce thick. 


Raspberry Sauce: 
1 pkg. fresh or frozen raspberries 
ae ee NESE | Fel © sugar : 
LEFT: Betty Claussen removes the Groten Hans, a German pudding, after steam- é i ee 
_ ing ttfor two hours. RIGHT: The pudding is removed from the mold and placed =| {ct raspberries stand for two hours 
ona platter. Claussen says it is important to grease the inside of the Hans mold, with sugar and comstarch. 

including the flute of the mold. Add water and stir to thicken juice. 
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Sue Hill was our January 
hostess. We enjoyed her 
lovely brunch and then she 
gave a program on "Transfer 
Ware". She had many fine 


examples to show. 
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Jeanette Korthaus was our 
hostess for February. Her 
lovely brunch was enjoyed by eee | a BE: 
all. ‘Windsor Chairs" was oe aT lama 
the topic for her program. se ) 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 soe 
The Walcott Grove Questers #1251 met on 
March 6 at the home of. Dorothy Lage. Ten mem- 
bers were present and Elise Lenker was a guest. 
The committee responsible for the.display case 
at the Scott County Library reported that the Febru- 
ary exhibit featured “Ironstone.” The March ex- - 
hibitis on “Post Cards” with hints on how to collect 
them. The next exhibit will feature “Bakelite.” 
Dorothy Lage presented the program on 
“Wallace Nutting Pictures” and showed examples 
of his hand-colored, signed and framed photographs 
which were popular in the early 1900s. 
The next meeting will be April 3, at the home of 
Jr. Mattke, and the program will be on “Music 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 

The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met April 3 
at the home of Jo Mattke with 12 members and one 
guest present. 

Invitations were given to all members for the 
presentation of the signature object for the lowa 
Questers’ Glass Collection to the Brunnier Art 
Museum on May 6 at Iowa State University. 

The new slate of officers for the year 2001-2002 
were announced. They are president - Carolyn 
Moon, vice president - Vera Hansen, secretary - 
Phyllis Green, and treasurer - Kathy Winters. 

Sue Hill reported on the plans for our day tour 
to Galena in June. 

We discussed plans for cleaning. the Schaff 
cabin. | 

Following the meeting, Jo Mattke gave a pro- 
gram on “Music Boxes.” 

The next meeting will be May 1 at the German 
American Heritage Center with Bernice Meier as 
hostess. : 
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lowa State University Museums | ee os : es \ ss . ES | 
and See ; 
Questers of lowa 


cordially invite you and 
your guests to a special 
event on the occasion of 


The presentation of the Signature Object for the 
Iowa Questers Glass Collection 
to the Brunnier Art Museum 


Sunday, May 6, 2001 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Brunnier Art Museum 
Scheman Building 

Iowa State Ceiiter | ; 
Iowa State Univ ELS i) VWs ¢ | UO | 
Ames, lowa:.. | a | 


ay 
GOT © 7 A: 


The program will begin 00 p.m. 


Featuring the exhibition of the Iowa Questers Glass Collection 
and celebrating the 25th Year of the University Museums. 


Monumental Vase, c. 1905 

Cut glass, Brilliant Period 

Empress Pattern 

Quaker City Glass Company, Philadelphia 

lowa Questers Glass Collection at the Brunnier Art Museum, University Museums, iat en 
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. ARSE oem yi | 
Gift of The Questers of Iowa. UM2000.74abc. | re eS NG PES | 
©University Museums, 2000 * 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 5s 
Walcott Grove Questers #1251 met on May | at ° 
the German American Heritage Center in Daven- : 
'_ port. Bernice Meier was the hostess. The meeting | 
‘was attended by 11 members and three guests. 
Don Welzedach, a member of the board of | 
trustees at the American Heritage Center, gave a . 
most informative program on the immigration of . 
Germans into Scott County. He told us of the 
history of the building, an account of the progress 
ofits restoration, and showed the area of the Center 
that has been completed. 

Betty Spies gave acomplete report of State Day, ! 
which was held in Newton, and members attending | 4 
. were: Betty Spies, Jean Staggs, Kathy Winters, and . 

' Phyllis Green. 
Our much-anticipated spring trip to Galena is 
planned for June 4. 

Walnut Grove Questers have purchased three - 
informative books on antiques, to be presented to ; 
the Scott County Library. 

President Dorothy Lage installed officers for 
the coming year: president, Carolyn Moon; vice 
president, Vera Hansen, secretary, Phyllis Green; 
treasurer, Kathy Winters. Betty Spies thanked out- 
going president Dorothy Lage for her leadership, 
and presented her with a state Quester pin. 

Our Quester chapter was pleased to be able to 
make a monetary donation to the German Ameri- 
can Heritage Center. 3 
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Our members took on a new project this year. Members share some of ee 

their collections by having them in a display case at the Scott County ates 
Library in Eldridge. The display changes on the 15th of each month. We 2 

also donated several books on antiques to the library. = 
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People may collect postcards because of the 
nostalgia for their youth or even the longing for a 
time never experienced. It is fun to see postcards of 
the main street of the town where you or your parents 
were raised. When looking at the real photo 
postcards, we can see how the turn of the century 
family dressed, lived, worked, and traveled. 


Antique postcards reflect the past; modern 
postcards contemporary times. 


Collecting scenic postcards saves a piece of what 
existed before the flood, fire or wrecking ball took its 
toll. 


Postcard collecting is fun because it’s less 
expensive than many other collecting interests, takes 
very little space to enjoy, and covers every possible 
subject. 


The Golden Age of postcards, 1898-1918, saw 
every parlor with card albums on the table. 


During this time millions of cards were published, 
and a great many of these were mailed. The New 
York City post office, at the turn of the century, 
would handle as many as 30,000 per day Quran Ad 
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BAKELITE 


Dr. Baekeland emigrated from Belgium to the United 
States in 1889. In 1899, he sold both his company 
and the patent rights for Velox paper to the Eastman- 
Kodak Company for approximately $1,000,000. 
Unemployed, but extremely well off, Baekeland 
continued his research. Dr. Baekeland perfected not 
only the first phenolic resin, but also the first 
thermosetting plastic. By 1930 he was emitting 
thousands of pounds of resin, from a 128-acre plant 
at Bound Brook, New Jersey, as well as from plants 
in both England and Germany. 


Objects such as plugs, electrical boxes, handles for 
electrical units, and telephones were the first 
offspring of Baekeland’s resin in either brown or 
black. In the twenties, by experimenting with 
pigmentation, Bakelite took on a “whole new color.” 
Kitchens took on hues of red, green, and orange. Pot 
handles, spatulas, eggbeaters, bowls, dishes, cups, 
and saucers all took on the Bakelite colors. 


It was the mid-twenties that casters and molders 
started tempting the American public with Bakelite 
jewelry. The “Roaring Twenties” found the 


American woman enveloped in Bakelite jewelry. 
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Depression Glass is a glassware made between the 1920’s 
through the 1930’s. It was produced in several colors and 
many patterns. It was an inexpensively made dinnerware 
turned out by machine, often given away as promotional 
items, and sold in “Dime Stores”. When | was a child, my 
grandmother gave me a sherbet in pink MISS AMERICA 
Depression Glass. This gift sparked my interest and was 
the genesis of my loved collection ot pink MISS AMERICA 
Depression Glass. Myint) 
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COOKIE CUTTERS 


The name cookie has been traced to Holland where a tiny St. 
Nicholas cake called "koekje" was put in children's stockings. 

A common twelfth century cookie was the brandy snap, a thin 
cookie rolled after baking. Another cookie was fair buttons, which 
were large ginger cookies. 

Cookie cutters are tin, metal or plastic cutters, that when 
pressed into cookie dough they make their own shape. Some 
cutters have handles, others do not. The very first cutters were 
crude and made of wood. The earliest metal versions were made 
by a tinworker from scraps leftover from other projects. 

Old cutters are often more unevenly soldered than cutters 
produced now. Crude spotty soldering indicates an older cutter, 
while a thin line of solder usually tends to suggest a much later 
manufacture. 

The width of the cutting strip is often a good indicator of age: 
the wider the strip, the older the cutter. Early cutters were 1" to 1 
1/2" deep, by the twenties and thirties many were less than 1/2" 
deep. 

Backplates can also tell you the date of a cookie cutter. In the 
late 1800's these backings were trimmed to echo the shape of the 
cutter design. After the turn of the century, backplates were 
usually rectangular, oval or round. 

Cookie cutters usually vary from 2-4" in size, but gingerbread 
men were often made as tall as 12". 

Aluminum became popular around 1920 and plastic surpassed 
aluminum around 1940. Plastic cutters are collectibles, especially 
those with the name of the manufacturer and date on them. 

Hallmark started manufacturing cookie cutters in 1964. Their 
first three cutters were issued on greeting cards. A rabbit that sold 
for only 25 cents for the card and cutter. The others were a heart 
on a valentine card and a gingerbread man on a Christmas card. 


are all listed in a book. There is also a cookie collectors club and 
they have a newsletter called "cookie crumbs" that all members 
receive. 
Outline cutters are now called shapers and ones with some 
detail are called cookie presses. sy 
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The eyelets on cutters can be used as suncatchers, mobiles, 


Christmas or Easter tree ornaments. 
Cutters can be used for tea sandwiches or to cut designs out of 


bread to decorate the top of casseroles. 
You can make a design on the top of pies with small cutters for 


vents. 
Cookie cutters can be used as patterns for craft projects or 


designs on sweatshirts or kids clothes. 


As you can see cookie cutters are a lot of fun. fizz Ulacvecan 








Kathy Winters displayed two vinettes of P 


dollhouse furniture. ‘ 
The 1930's furniture was made all in walnut ia 
in an art deco style. Some pieces were painted ia 
pink or green. ‘ 
The victorian style pieces are reproductions a 
of actual victorian furniture in miniature. , 
Both vinettes included living room, dining a 
room, kitchen, bathroom, master bedroom and ‘e 


child's bedroom. 
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: Kathy Winters (right) and her daughter, Melissa, will have their dollhouse furniture 
collection on display at the Scott County Library in Eldridge through Sept. 15. Kathy is - 
a member of the Walnut Grove Questors: | NSP Photo by Jeff'Martens ~ 
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Our members decorated the new storefront windows at the German 
American Heritage Center for the Maifest Celebration. The displays 


represented "The Arrival in America", "Family", “Agriculture", and 
"Fun Times", 
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Helpful Questers 


The Walnut Grove Chapter #1251 of Questers helped visitors to the German 
American Heritage Center's Maifest celebration take a step backin time: The chapter's 
members, including Jeanette Korthaus (left) and Fae Harvey, set up window displays 
of German antiques for the spring celebration held May 19 at the Davenport Center. 
The Questors are dedicated to historic preservation and restoration efforts. 


NSP Photo by Barb Geerts 
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Thank You 
Questers of Walnut Grove #1251! 





At our Maifest, the storefronts were beautifully deco- 
rated with antiques loaned by members of the “Questers 
of Walnut Grove #1251”. 


The view to the left was one such window with antique 
dolls, helping the German American Heritage Center 
celebrate the newly restored storefronts. 


“The Questers” is an International Organization of study 
clubs founded in Pennsylvannia by Mrs. George 
Bardens. Their major purposes are to educate its mem- 
bers by research and study of antiques, and to encourage 
the preservation and restoration of historical landmarks. 


The German American Heritage Center thanks the 
“Questers” for helping us celebrate with these wonder- 


ful antiques and for their decorating contributions! 
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Walnut Grove #1257 ees 
The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met onJ une 


4 in Galena. This was our annual spring tour, with 


aiTangements made by Katie Hill Skorupski. 


i 
y 


Ten Walnut Grove members and eight friends 


were in our tour group. 


When we arrived in Galena, we boarded a bus ° 


Moravian Stars. 


The rest of the afternoon was Spent enjoying the - 
many spécialty shops and historic sites of Galena’s 
- Main Street. 


_—— 








' for the Galena Trolley Tour. The next Stop was at | 
_ the Lin-Mar Gardens, a beautiful 3-acre garden: 
, which was featured in the spring issue of Country ° 
Gardens Magazine. | 
We ate lunch and held our business meeting at | 
Vinny Vanucchis’ “Little Italy.” Carolyn Moon 
was installed as our new president. Jennifer Hill ° 
and Katie Skorupski taught us how to make- 
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WALNUT GROVE #1251 
2001-2002 PROGRAM 








Walnut Grove Quester #1251 
35 The Walnut Grove Quester #1251 met on Oct. 
. | 2 atthe home of Carolyn Moon. After a delicious 
*. brunch, President Carolyn opened our meeting by 


} 
2a) irae reas 
OF PELE mr ee 


> §reeting our guest, Delia Meier, and welcoming the A di 
‘| members back after our summer recess. § = 
| Eleven members answered roll call. During roll E fe 

=: call some members shared their interesting pieces a i 


..| Of enamel ware. 
Our members thanked Betty Claussen and Betty 
s*} Spies for the interesting and complete program 
** books that will guide us through the coming year. 
wa The members commented on the most inter- 
-.* esting article which appeared in the Quad-City 
Times. This atticle featured our: member, Betty 
Claussen, and her cookie cutter collection. 

Faye Harvey, organizer of our volunteers for the 
library display case, commented on the interest our 
displays have provided for the library. 

Following the business meeting, Carolyn Moon 
_ gave a most interesting and informative program 
-.*, on Enamel Ware. She had many beautiful coffee 
. | pots, tea pots, and enamel ware to display as she 
“> taught us about the manufacturers, types, and 
collectability of enamel ware. 

The members of Walnut Grove #1251 were 
_] glad to be back together with our Quester friends _ 
.“ after our summer recess. 
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SOUTHEAST AREA DAY 
October 4, 2001 


Kalona, Iowa 
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Questers 

The Walnut Grove #1251 Chapterofthe Questers 
met at the home of Betty Spies on Nov. 13. Aftera 
delicious brunch president Carolyn Moon greeted 
Our guests, Deb Luett, Jan Taylor and Vicki Baker. 
the lowa Quester’s first vice president. 

Roll call was answered by 14 members who 
shared many interesting and unusual paper weights. 

We welcomed the invitation from Brownlie Sod 
House to attend their open house on Nov. 25. 

Walnut Grove #1251 will meet at the Dan Nagle 
Pioneer Village to decorate the Schaff Cabin forthe 
Christmas holidays. 

Betty Spies gave a well researched and fasci- 
nating program on paper weights. The video she 
Shared was from the Bergstrom-Mahler Paper 
Weight Museum at Nennah, Wis. 

Our December meeting will be on.Dec. 4 at the 
home of Kathy Winters. 
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Walnut Grove #1252 

The Walnut Grove #1252 of the Questers met 
on Dec. 4 at the home of Kathy Winters. The f 
Winters’ home was beautifully decorated and pre- " is 
sents from our Secret Sisters were placed under the 
tree. We took time to appreciate the many fine 
antiques that are in Kathy’s collections. 

After a delicious brunch, President Carolyn 
Moon opened our meeting. Roll call was answered 
by 12 members who shared many interesting and 
different “Hen On The Nests.” 

The organizational meeting fora night Quester 
group:for men and women will be held at Faith 
Lutheran Church on Thursday, Jan. 17, at 7 p.m. 
Anyone interested may call 285-4457 or 285- 
4998. 

Our January meeting will be held at the home 
of Phyllis. Green. | 

Kathy Winters gave us a most interesting pro- 

_ gram about Hen On The Nest and Animal On The 

Nest. She said she first discovered dish “Hens” 

were made in 1740. Most of the examples she 
showed were from the 1920s and 1930s. Some 

"were reproductions, but they were made in old 
molds. 

Much fun and laughter filled the room as we 
opened our Christmas gift from our Secret Sister. 
Then the Mystery-Santa made his clandestined 

_ presence known, for in the center of the room, two 
sacks held generous, appropriate, and lovely gifts 
_ for all. 
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Wainut U Grove #1251 

} The V N: St Grove #1251 
met on Jan. 8 at the home of Pi yl 
“dent Carolyn Moon opened the 1 
Sees a mber, Alice I Lenker. 
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"Walnut Grove #1251 


The Walnut Grove #1251 met on Feb. 5 at the: 


| home of Vera Hansen. Afterdelicious refreshments, 


"vice president Hansen opened 
a.m. 


' showed a favorite Chritsmas tree omament. | 
Vera read biographical sketches of the nomi- 
nees for Iowa State Quester offices of vice pres- 

_ ident, recording secretary, and treasurer. Fae Harvey 
-moved that Walnut Grove cast their vote for the 
slate as nominated. This was seconded and carried. 
Fae announced the library show case will be 
filled by the following members: Kathy Winters 


| from Feb. 15-March 15; Carolyn Moon from March 
| 15-April 15; and Sandy Evoy from April 15-May 


i 1S. 


ie Kathy Winters reported that the new evening © 


‘group of Questers was organized on Jan. 17 with 
eight members. Officers were elected and a name 
‘for the group is being researched. 
Vera presented the program on “Early Christ- 
_mas Ornaments.” She showed examples from her 
collection. Glass ornaments were first made in 
Europe — especially in Germany. They were hand 
“painted with flower design being popular. Some 
believed that a decorated tree warded offevil spirits 
from the home. Fruit shapes were popular in 1880s, 
pressed cotton in 1900 and fire wrapped ornaments 
were made until the 1920s. | 


The next meeting will be at Vera Hansen's | 


home, with Sandy Evoy as hostess. Her topic will 
‘be “American China Painters” with emphasis on 

local painters such as Friutiger, Berger, Poole, and 
others. 
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Walnut Grove #1251 


home of Vera Hansen. Delicious refreshments were 
served by our hostess, Sandy Evoy. 

The meeting was called to order by President 
Carolyn Moon. 

Roll call was answered by 11 members, many 
showing Hand Painted China. These pieces were 
passed around to the members so we could each 
enjoy their beauty. 

Donations were made to the Winterthur Project, 


_ and to the Columbia Scholarship. These two dona- 


tions will be used in the field of preservation and 


| restoration. The chapter also paid for the start-up 


fee to obtain a charter for the new night Quester 


‘ group Called Eldridge Junction. 


Kathy Winters reported on the progress that has 


been made at the Pine Creek Grist Mill. This project 


has been strongly supported by Muscatine Questers. 

The membership was told of the fine program 
on dolls that Kathy Winters had presented for 
newly-formed Quester group, and Betty Spies was 
thanked for making and served two delicious des- 
serts for the new group. 

Sandy Evoy announced that.there is a fine 
display of hand-painted china at the Davenport 
Library. She also told us that on May 2 and 3 there 
will be a convention of people interested in Hand 
Painted China at the Davenport Holiday Inn. 

Sandy Evoy presented an interesting program 
on “American China Painters” with emphasis on 
local painters. She had many examples along to 
show us various techniques and types. Her broad 
knowledge helped us understand the arduous pro-- 
cess in producing beautiful hand-painted china. 
She featured pieces done by local artists, Friutiger, 
Berger, Poole, and others. 

The next meeting will be at the home of Betty 
Claussen on April 2. Her program will be on fruit 
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Walnut Grove #1251 ; . 

The Walnut Grove #1251 met on April 2 at Our 
Savior Presbyterian Church at Argo. Betty Claussen, 
our hostess, served delicious refreshments before 
Our meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by President 
Carolyn Moon. 

Roll call was answered by 15 members, re- 
sponding with a canning experience or memory. 
Volunteer hours devoted to Quester projects were 
reported. Seventy-eight hours have been donated 
by our members in outreach programs and service 
projects. 

From April 15 to May 15, Jo Mattke and Sandy 
Evoy will display their salts to the Scott County 
Library. Betty Spies will display accessories from 
May 15 to June 15. 


Walnut Grove #1251 will be well represented in 
Mason City at State Day on April 12 and 13. Four 
of our members will attend the State President’s 
Reception and the State Day Convention. 

The following members were nominated and 
elected to fill the executive board for the coming 
year: President, Carolyn Moon; Vice President, 

-Vera Hansen; Secretary, Phyllis Green; and Trea- 
surer, Joe Mattke. 

Betty Claussen presented an interesting pro- 
gram.on “jars.” She shared the history of jars, the 
various makers, the styles and uses of jars. Betty 
brought a largecollection of sizes and makes of jars 
to illustrate her program. Much discussion and 
interest was generated by her program on jars. 

The next meeting will be at Jean Staggs home 
on May 7. Jean’s program will be on Celluloids - 
Vanity Sets. 
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Walnut Grove #1251 was well represented in 
Mason City at State Day on April 12 and 13th. 
Jean Staggs, Betty Spies, Carolyn Moon and 
Phyllis Green attended the State President's 
Reception and the State Day Convention. 
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Wainut U Grove #1251 

} The V N: St Grove #1251 
met on Jan. 8 at the home of Pi yl 
“dent Carolyn Moon opened the 1 
Sees a mber, Alice I Lenker. 
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Walnut Grove Questers 
The Walnut Grove #1251 of Questers met on | 
May 14 at Hickory Gardens. Jean Staggs was our | 
hostesss. The meeting was called to order by Vice | 
«President Vera Hansen. Roll call was answered by | 

' 12 members, and several members shared an item — 
_made from celluloid. | 
Betty Spies gave an interesting reportonourtrip — 


TENT i BPS ARPANSA 
to Mason City to attend the Iowa State Day. Those 
attending were: Betty Spies, Jean Staggs, Carolyn 
-Moon, and Phyllis Green. Betty reported that our 
state members have given a total of 15,406 volun- 
_teer hours to projects related to preservation and 
restoration. There are 167 Quester chapters in the 

state of Iowa with a total of 2,613 members. 

Vera Hansen told us about our spring tour set for 
Wednesday, June 12. She suggested that we go to 
Nauvoo, IIl., to see the historic sites. She has made 
a reservation that will allow us to visit the Nauvoo 

Temple. Phyllis Green told of her trip to Interna- 

_tional Quester Convention in Raliehg, N.C. 

___ Jean Staggs shared her collection of celluloid 
and told us about the history and making of cel- 

_luloid. Many. questions were asked and answered 
as members examined the pieces on display. 

The next meeting will be our spring trip on June 
12. 
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Walnut Grove #1251 

The Walnut Grove #1251 met on June.12 at” 
Nauvoo, Ill., where we visited the Temple. The trip 
was planned by Vera Hansen. 

-Following our trip to the Temple we had lunch » 

at Alpha’s On the Riverfront, Fort Madison, lowa. | 

‘We then held our business meeting in the confer- © 
ence room. The meeting was called to order by’ 
President Carolyn Moon at 1:15 p.m. Nine mem- 

bers and two gentlemen guests were present. | 

We decided to wait until the December meeting 

_ to reveal our Secret Sister, and we will receive a | 
new Secret Sister's name then. 

We thanked Jean Staggs for doing all the calling 
for our group this year and agreed that it is very 
helpful... : 

Betty Claussen and Betty Spies cleaned The 
Schaff Cabin at Pioneer Village, and itis now ready 

- for summer visitors. | 

Yearbooks were passed out. We thank Betty 
Spies and Betty Claussen for the fine work on them. 

- Installation of officers will be done at our Octo- . 


ber meeting, which will be Oct. 8 at Fae Harvey's 
home. 

We held nine meetings this year, with a 90+ 
percent attendance record; we assisted in the or- : 
ganization of a new chapter called Eldridge Junc- 

tion; we had members attending Area Day, State 

Day, and The International Convention. Our chap- — 

‘ter did nearly 150 hours of volunteer work for 
restoration and preservation. 
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DEDICATED 27 JUNE 2002 


WELCOME 


We hope you find 
peace and inspiration during 
your visit here. 
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Walnut Grove Questers 
The Walnut Grove #1251 of Questers met on | 
May 14 at Hickory Gardens. Jean Staggs was our | 
hostesss. The meeting was called to order by Vice | 
«President Vera Hansen. Roll call was answered by | 

' 12 members, and several members shared an item — 
_made from celluloid. | 
Betty Spies gave an interesting reportonourtrip — 


TENT i BPS ARPANSA 
to Mason City to attend the Iowa State Day. Those 
attending were: Betty Spies, Jean Staggs, Carolyn 
-Moon, and Phyllis Green. Betty reported that our 
state members have given a total of 15,406 volun- 
_teer hours to projects related to preservation and 
restoration. There are 167 Quester chapters in the 

state of Iowa with a total of 2,613 members. 

Vera Hansen told us about our spring tour set for 
Wednesday, June 12. She suggested that we go to 
Nauvoo, IIl., to see the historic sites. She has made 
a reservation that will allow us to visit the Nauvoo 

Temple. Phyllis Green told of her trip to Interna- 

_tional Quester Convention in Raliehg, N.C. 

___ Jean Staggs shared her collection of celluloid 
and told us about the history and making of cel- 

_luloid. Many. questions were asked and answered 
as members examined the pieces on display. 

The next meeting will be our spring trip on June 
12. 
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care about the past. 

like to learn. 

enjoy good conversations. 

meet interesting people. 

collect buttons, classic cars, ideas, and 
everything in between. 


x don't start as experts, but might 


accidentally become experts 
along the way. 


A Quester has curiosity, 
enthusiasm, and imagina- 
tion. You, too, could 

become a Quester. 


Questers, founded in 1944 by Jessie 
Elizabeth Bardens, now has more than 
900 chapters with 15,000 members in 
the United States and 
Canada. Local chapters 


are formed by eight or 
more people. 


Chapter meetings gasé 
may include a talk 
by a local expert, 
a tour, a member showing 
a personal collection, a study paper, 
or a video presentation from The 
Questers headquarters. 


Questers have an international conven- 
tion each spring. It is an opportunity to 
participate in workshops and seminars, 
attend the annual council meeting, tour 
historical sites, and meet old and new 
friends. 


Chapters enthusiastically support 
preservation and restoration projects in 
the United States and Canada. The 

-Questers award two annual 
_., scholarships to graduate 
“@q students in historical 
a.) preservation and an 
annual graduate fellow- 
ship in art conservation. 


receive "The Quester 
Quarterly." This newsletter 
reports on preservation 
and restoration projects, 
scholarship and fellow- 
ship winners, chapter 
news, and other topics 
of interest. 
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b We continue to share our collections in the display case at 
‘ 3 the Scott County Library in Hidridge. Lots of positive comments 


3 $3 | have been received for which we are grateful. 
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| ms Phoenix Bird is a biue and white Japanese wil as 
dinnerware pattern. The crest on the bird %. 
is the patterm’s main motif. The wings of | 
the bird are always spread wide, and the | ie 
| head is facing the opposite direction from | si 
:: the body. — | es Bs 
_ Betweem 1891 and 1920, Phoenix Bird was oe 


y 






Saree oS _-—s marked “Nippon”; between 1920 and 1945, iz Om 
it Was’ marked “Japan”; between 1945 Reger" 
and 1952, “Occupied Japan” was used. aces 


__Its_ imperfections allow each piece a unique tyke 
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HISTORY OF HANKERCHIEFS 





In Ancient times the handkerchief was a mere bit of silk used by the priest at the alter. It was called a “facial” and 
kept with the other vestments. Eventually the grand ladies of the court began borrowing the idea of using small 
squares of silk to wipe their eyes or noses. In time ladies began to embroider the edges of the handkerchiefs with 
fancy stitches or special emblems. 

The ladies and even the gentlemen of the European aristocracy soon adopted the convenience of these 
handkerchiefs to absorb a sneeze and muffle a cough. It soon became an indispensable accessory for all, even the 
common citizens. Handkerchiefs were often carried and held to the nose while walking in an area that might have a 
disagreeable odor. 

The plain white hemstitched linen handkerchief became the staple of every wardrobe. However, “finish” was the 
key to the quality. The well-bred young woman wanted to have the best hem-stitching of lace available on this 
small fashionable accessory they carried. Linen was the favorite material, however, because of expense their 
became a huge demand for the cotton hankies of Switzerland. 

While the classic white hanks were favored in Europe, printed patterns on hanks became popular in the U.S. in the 
late 1800's. America’s pockets were lined with colorful squares of fabric that depicted everything from the 
presidential campaigns to commemorative handkerchiefs sold as souvenirs. 

Silk hankies were primarily imported from China or Japan, which had the technique for making beautiful silk very 
cheaply. The finishing was done as piecework by women in America. The work could be easily done by women and 
young girls in their homes for a little extra money for the family. 

It was in 1924 that paper tissue was invented. By the middle 1930's the convenience of the disposable tissues took 
over the role of the purely practical hankie. Hankies, especially with fancy trimmings, became more of an accessory 
to carry than to actually use. 

One may wonder, “Where are all these hankies today which were printed in the 1800's?” Many of course were 
worn out, but we have special keepsake hankies that have been carefully tucked away. We have the good fortune to 
have collectors to appreciate these little square bit of history, and wonder just who did carry this small square of 
fashion. 
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‘ 3 the Scott County Library in Hidridge. Lots of positive comments 


3 $3 | have been received for which we are grateful. 
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WOODENWARE 


Woodenwares were once everyday necessities. In the Colonial 
era, bowls, plates, spoons, cups, spice boxes, scoops, and butter and 
cookie molds were all made of wood. Wood was plentiful, and 
unlike metalware, wood household items could be made cheaply and 
easily by anyone who whittled. 


The elegant, sometimes sophisticated styles of woodenware 
may have been turned on a lathe or carved or whittled by hand. 
Most commonly they show the amber color and rich texture of the 
grain of maple, but pine, ash and birch were also popular woods. 


Woodenware is also called “treen” which means “made of 
tree”. All of the items displayed are woodenware but some do not 
qualify as “treen”. Treen is created from a single piece of wood that 
has been turned on a lathe or hand carved with a knife and chisel. It 
is distinguished from carpentry because there are no nails, glue or 
joints. 


Early woodenware, such as spoons, noggins (pitchers), and 
trenchers (plates), were used daily. When cracked or chipped 
beyond simple repair, they immediately went into the fire as 
kindling. Early woodenware gradually ceased to exist because it was 
replaced by stoneware, pewter, and china and because, after 1850, 
much of the American woodenware was mass-produced in factories. 


In recent years, a great influx of imported wooden and iron, 
kitchen-related “antiques” have been offered for sale by mail order. 
These pieces are generally crudely done, inexpensive in comparison 
to American antiques, and are purchased by collectors who don't 
realize what they are buying. 
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Thank You, Questers 

Walnut Grove Quester Group 
#1251 has been providing 
interesting exhibits in our display 
case at the Eldridge branch and 
headquarters on a regular basis 
now for over a year. They continue 
to dispiay interesting antique items 
in an artistic manner. Some of their 
exhibits have displayed costume 
accessories, salt cellars, stoneware, 
wooden ware (presently), jewelry, 
miniatures, and handkerchiefs. If 
you have not been in to see them, 
you are missing an educational and 
entertaining experience. Make it a 
point to see each one. They are 
changed on the 15™ of each month. 
Thank you to all of the Questers 
who have been part of this. 
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ertificate of Achievement 
Awarded to: 


Walnut Grove #1251 


Cover Design 
Contents of Program Book, What's In A Name?, Roll Call, Policies 
Past Programs, Irips 





Questers Walnut Grove #1251 © 

The Questers Walcott Grove #125] Club met 
on Oct. 8, at Faye Harvey’s river house. After our 
summer recess, we were all happy to greet our 
Quester friends. 

Fourteen members answered roll call by relat- 
ing a memorable phone call. 

Faye told us about the library display. [t was 
suggested by members that we approach Eldridge 
Junction and Brownlie Sod House to see if they 
care to do the display some of the months. We will 
restore the show case for the library, if the library 
board intends to use the case in the new Scott 
County library. 

The members were told that the “Eldridge Av- 
enue of Lights” will be held the first weekend in 
December and that much volunteer help will be 
welcome. | 

We discussed the possibility of getting a state 
and/or international grant to be used at the German 

American Heritage Museum in Davenport. We 
will pursue this possibility. 

President Carolyn Moon announced that we are 
‘invited to Des Moines to the Terrace Hill Tea on 
‘Dece2- an: yore 

_ Thenext meeting will be Nov. 12 at the home of 
“Sue Hill. Her program will be on “Haywood! 
Wakefield.” : | 
After our business meeting, Faye gave an inter- 
esting program called “Phont It In.” She told us the 
history of the invention of the telephone, the lives 
of the inventors, and the impact and importance of 
this device that we all use every day. Faye showed 
us several examples of old phones and her exten- 
sive collection of “Phone” jewelry. 
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Walnut Grove #1251 | 
The Walnut Grove #1251 met on Nov. 1 2 at the 
home of Sue Hill. 
The meeting was called to order by secon 
' Carolyn Moon: Thirteen members answered'roll 
|. call by-telling about a favorite piece of furniture. 

- Bernice Meier reviewed the guidelines for 
P&R Grants. We discussed pursuing a grant for 
the: German American Heritage Museum, and 
members signed up to volunteer at the museum. 

- “Fae Harvey told us that changes for the Scott 
County Library display case will now be the first 
ofeach month. Betty Spies will display paper 
weights in January. The display case is from-the 
Davenport Carnegie Library and it will be moved 
to. the new Scott County Library. The library 
board feels it is unnecessary to refinish the case. 

_ ~ ‘Carolyn Moon passed around the Quester State 

| Award we received for our program book. The 

_ award was given for the following points; Con- 
tents of our program book, Cover Design, What's 
In A-Name; Roll Call,:Policies; PastPrograms, 
and Trips. We thank Betty Spies and. Betty. EU 
for our finé program:books:. 4.5. %2 %, 
weeDheSehattGabin-at-Dan: ‘Nagie.Wainit Gibwe 
Village is alive again after being decorated on 
Nov. 19 by our members. 

We are invited to tea at Terrace Hill on Dec. 2, 
2002.-Several members plan to attend. 

Our next meeting will be Dec. 10 at the home 
of Jeanette Korthaus. The program will be “His- 
toric Cape May.” 

After our business meeting, Sue Hill gave. a 
most interesting program titled “Heywood — 
Wakefield.” This furniture was produced by a 
company in Massachusetts from 1936-1966. It is 
considered very collectible. She showed us how to 
identify these pieces which are recognized by 
their clean lines, timeless good looks, birch or 
‘maple wood, and wicker. 
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December 2, 2002 - Quester Tea at Terrace Hill in 
Des Moines. 
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Decorating the Schaff Cabin for Christmas. 











Dan Nagle Walnut Grote pipieer Village 
You are invited to share the holidays at our 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS WALK - 
| December Ist 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Enjoy the holidays with the “Friends” of Pioneer. 
Village. Visit with Santa Glaus or walk through our 


beautifully decorated Village, while sipping on hot 
teh or hot cocoa. Kids AHEL and take crafts. 











Musical Entertainment Throughout the see 








| Admission is FREE! 
Scott County Park, 18817 290 Street Long Grove, lowa 52756 
OF TIM Galois) Yasiotechs| OM col mrrlelecmiaiiolaiir-lielam-inremcelieiaic-1-1mme) 9) eleladelalit(-s 
www.scottcountyiowa.com/conservation 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 : 
_ The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met on 
‘Dec. 10 at the home of Jeanette Korthaus. The | 
meeting was called to order by vice president Vera | 
Hansen. eum 
__ Aletter was read from Tara Youngers, Walnut 
Grove’ Village, thanking us for decorating the 
_Schaff Cabin for Christmas. 
Jean Staggs, Carolyn Moon, and Phyllis Green 
attended the Tea at Terrace Hill, the Governor’s jx 
Mansion in Des Moines, on Dec. 2. - 
_ Betty Fogle from the German American Heri- Be 
‘tage Museum will be invited to attend our next me 
meeting to tell us about being volunteers at the rT a 
museum. bey 
___ President Carolyn Moon has been in the hospi- | 
tal suffering from a broken bone. A “get well” card 
_ was circulated and signed by the members. i 
Dorothy Lage thanked our group for helping : 
_hercelebrate her birthday by adding to her Memory | 
Box. 
__ Names were drawn for our next year’s Secret 
- Sisters. 
After our meeting we opened our Secret Sister 
_ Christmas gifts and were visited by a Secret Santa 
_ with an appropriate and beautifully wrapped gift 
_ for each member. 
Jeanette Korthaus presented a program about’ 
'the architecture and history of “Historic Cape 
May’: and the lifestyle that prevailed during the 
_ Victorian Period. Her many pictures and presenta- 
tion gave us a very interesting and informative ™ 
program. After the program, we toured Jeanette’s 
_ lower, level: and admired her Christmas decora-. 
tions. 
The next meeting will be Jan. 14 atthe home of : 
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THANK YOU 
Thanks to all who sent 
‘greetings, wishes and 

. memories for my 85th 

birthday celebration. 
An overflowing 

: ~Memory Box” 

aay brought back laughs and 
y tears from days gone by. 

I appreciated every one. - 





| Walnut Grove Questers #1251 


On Jan. 14 the Walnut Grove Questers met at» 
the home of Dorothy Lage. Twelve members 


answered roll call. 


Bernice Meier introduced our guest, Betty . 


Fogle, from the German-American Heritage Mu- 
seum’in Davenport. Our chapter is interested in 


doing volunteer work at the museum. Ms. Fogle © 
talked to us about the need for volunteers and how 


we Can become active volunteers. 


Our program was! given by Dorothy Lage. , 
Dorothy presented a film'on Maderia, hand-em- ° 


broidered and hand-cut linens from the Maderia © 
‘Islands. These islands are located off the N.W. | 
“coast of Africa. This handwork is done by hill | 
people and is noted for its intricacy, perfection, 
quality, and beauty. Dorothy showed many of the : 
‘fine pieces in her extensive collection. We all : 
_ enjoyed Viewing and learning about Maderia hand- « 
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‘The Walnut Grove #1251 met on Feb. 11 atthe - 
home of Sue Hill. We greeted our guest, Delia | 
Meier. oa ie : 

After delicious refreshments, the meeting was — 
called to order by our president, Carolyn Moon. ° 
Roll call was answered by 13 members. 
President Moon read the slate of nominees for | 
states offices and for international offices. Both 
slates were approved by the members’ vote. | 

President Moon reminded us of State Day, 
April 4, in Ames. Several of our members are ) 
planning to attend. The membership decided to — 
send dondations to tlie State Preservation and . 
Restoration Projects; the International Preserva- 
tion and Restoration Projects; and Winterthur. 

Following the meeting Sue Hill gave a most. 
informative and interesting program on printed 
table cloths. These cloths are from the 1940 and 
1950 era. Sue Shared her collection of cloths with 
patterns of birds, flowers, designs, colors, states, | 
cowboys, countries and many other patterns. We 
all enjoyed unfolding and studying the many beau- 
tiful cloths that make up Sue’s extensive collec- 
tion. Some.of the members brought cloths from 
their own collections for Sue and the members to 
see. 

Our next meeting date has been changed to 
_March 18 at the home of Jo Mattke. | 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 

The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met on 
April 8, at the home of Bernice Meier, Our presi- 
dent, Carolyn Moon, welcomed two guests, Delia 
Meier and Bev Hoy. 

Roll call was answered by 13 members, telling 
their favorite quilt pattern: Several members 
showed quilts and quilt patterns. 

Bernice Meier presented a most interesting 
program on “quilts.” We were enthralled by 
Bernice’s beautiful hand work and her fabric se- 
lections as she opened up quilt after quilt for us to 
view. 

Phyllis Green gave a report of the State Quester 
Convention held April 4 and 5 in Ames. 


At the State Convention a check for $1,000 | 


was presented to our chapter. This State Quester 
Grant was given to us for the replacement of 
windows in the school house at The Dan Nagel 
Walnut Grove Village. This is called aP&R Grant 
and is given for the preservation and restoration of 
worthy historic sites. Recognition was given to 
Carolyn Moon and Betty Claussen for their work 
on this project. 

Phyllis Green will be elected to be our official 
delegate to the Quester-International Convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 

One of our commitments is to clean the Schaff 
Cabin at the Walnut Grove Pioneer Village. This 
work has been completed and the cabin is ready to 
welcome summer visitors. 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 

The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met on 
May 20 at the home of Carolyn Moon. We Visited 
over delicious refreshments. Our president, \_ 
Carolyn Moon, opened our meeting. 

' Roll call was answered by 12 members, shar- 
ing remembrances of first carousel rides. 

A thank-you letter was read from the Quester 
Fellowship Fund for our donation of $33. 

We discussed a trip to Ames to the Brunner 
Gallery to see the glass display called “Age of 
Brilliance.” Betty Spies and Sandy Evoy will 

“coordinate this trip. : 
Betty Spies announced our spring tour for June 
10 and that we will meet at the Welcome Center at 
9 a.m. We will tour the Cody Homestead, the 
Isabel Bloom Studio, the Buffalo Bill Museum, 
and the many interesting shops in LeClaire. 

Betty Spies and Betty Claussen passed out new 
program books.-Members agreed that we have-a 
most interesting year ahead for our chapter. 

Phyllis Green gave a report on the Interna- 
tional Quester Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. 

She said she was honored to represent Walnut - 
Grove #1251 as a voting delegate. 

President Carolyn installed the following of- 
ficers for the coming year: president, Bernice 
Meier; vice president, Betty Claussen; treasurer, |} 
Jo Mattke; and secretary, Fae Harvey. Betty Spies 

_ was appointed historian. 

After the business meeting, Carolyn gave an 
interesting program on “Carousel Animals.” She 
told the history of the carousel, the making of the 
artistic animals, the locations of historic carou- 
sels, and the changes that took place with the 
coming of the use of steam and the use of electric- 
ity. Memories were jogged and we enjoyed learn- 

ing about carousels. = : 











ae eens Rew eee 





Se eee nw BEF EWS PIS OEP OF Pee er eT err maT He Puree 


eeneeneeieniaeemedies., mreatenenttti Me taetecrneeee Mes re 
. — ee ewe 
Pa | 2 : : oS ae mids. } 
7 | a (7* Ss a } ak 
: r 14 ’ ’ 
e ~ 

a Se ; ; 3 { 
<a bce & - x : a 4 " s 2 
is es Soci t pieeernras=¥ § Maori meranma al ys ceinesprina eomat 
- sNeitew, Ces Pe ete 9 | erent Siookd va 






,s 
t - 
a > . +] 
oe EN aN 
- 
oJ >" 7 
=e 


. 

- 

. a) 

. - 
: ~ or 
a G 


i, oe : sucka 
Bl pct aatne etre mew ney 
Oe : 


=~ 





-— 


NE OES De SS 


eS Se EE Ee ET Se 


wee - 
Pe orm emer es Oren re § 


Pe FT i et RT RE I. RO er ee eR ee 


>> 
- 


Re a Ret A TT 


SS 


et ed te ee ee eens ae 


. 


Sah 


be taye 
« oy 


2 +4Aw 


ona Ora 


r 
eeu 





RAK 








SHOPS IN LE CLAIRE 


MEMORY LANE 
104 S. CODY ROAD 


GRANDMA’S ANTIQUES 
102 N. CODY ROAD 


TRUDY’S TREASURES 
110 N. CODY RD. 


RARE FIND ANTIQUES 
114.N. CODY RD. 


GRASSHOPPERS 
208 N. CODY ROAD 


ARTSWORK 
317 N. CODY ROAD 


OLD FASHION CANDY CO. 
414N. CODY ROAD 


RIVERVIEW ANTIQUES 
510 N. CODY ROAD 


GREEN TREE EMPORIUM & DESIGN STUDIO 
123 S. CODY ROAD 


KEN PRESTLEY’S ODD LITTLE ART GALLERY 
_123 % S. CODY ROAD 
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Branching Out 


“A library is a most congenial spot for hap- 
pily-ever-aftering"—Karen Hesse 


A newsletter for patrons of the Scott County Library System 
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This is the third year we have been 
sharing our collections in the display case 
at the Scott County Library in Eldridge. 
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Once again we'd like to thank 
the local Questors for sharing their 
fascinating collections with all of 
us. Be sure to check out the dis- 
play case by the door when you 
visit the library. Recent displays 
have been on antique Valentines, 
fancy potholders, old-time cook- 
books and Toby mugs. Patrons of 
all ages seem to enjoy these eye- 
catching displays. 





Jane Stagg’s Collection of Celluloid 


Members of Walnut Grove #1251 | 
have been actively involved with 
the Scott County Library, Eldridge, 
by organizing their collections into {, 
attractive educational arrangements i 
to display in the library’s glass en- | | 
as closed display case. Post cards, 
eee : | Depression glass, ironstone, hen-in- 
a-nest, Phoenix bird china and : 
Bakelite have been displayed over | 


the past 12 months with great re- 
__ Sponse to the displays. 
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In 1847, a young woman named Esther Howland of Worcester, 
Massachusetts — who is credited with being the “Mother of the 
American Valentine” — received a typical commercial English 
valentine from a friend. Very taken with it, she was inspired to 


try to make some of her own. 


As the story goes, Esther persuaded her father, who coincidentally 
was a Stationer, to order a supply of large blank lace paper sheets 
and other valentine materials from England. When she had 
finished making a small assortment of samples, she persuaded her 
brother who worked as a traveling salesman for their father to 


take her cards with him. 


He returned with 5,000 orders. 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 

The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met on 
April 8, at the home of Bernice Meier, Our presi- 
dent, Carolyn Moon, welcomed two guests, Delia 
Meier and Bev Hoy. 

Roll call was answered by 13 members, telling 
their favorite quilt pattern: Several members 
showed quilts and quilt patterns. 

Bernice Meier presented a most interesting 
program on “quilts.” We were enthralled by 
Bernice’s beautiful hand work and her fabric se- 
lections as she opened up quilt after quilt for us to 
view. 

Phyllis Green gave a report of the State Quester 
Convention held April 4 and 5 in Ames. 


At the State Convention a check for $1,000 | 


was presented to our chapter. This State Quester 
Grant was given to us for the replacement of 
windows in the school house at The Dan Nagel 
Walnut Grove Village. This is called aP&R Grant 
and is given for the preservation and restoration of 
worthy historic sites. Recognition was given to 
Carolyn Moon and Betty Claussen for their work 
on this project. 

Phyllis Green will be elected to be our official 
delegate to the Quester-International Convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 

One of our commitments is to clean the Schaff 
Cabin at the Walnut Grove Pioneer Village. This 
work has been completed and the cabin is ready to 
welcome summer visitors. 
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WHAT'S FOR SUPPER? 


Three generations of our families have saved these little 
recipe books. Why? Maybe we will try something new 


and different for supper tonight. 


These little books were given to customers by appliance 
stores, grocery stores, insurance brokers and other stores 
on main street. Often a couple of labels could be 
redeemed by mail for a free book. Most were printed 
between 1920 and 1970. That’s 50 years of collecting 


these little recipe books. 


And what's for supper? Most likely it’s something Italian 


or Asian — too modern — not included in our collection. 
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Toby Jugs 


The Toby Jug first made its appearance in Staffordshire in the 18" 
century as a seated or standing figure dressed in frock coat and knee breeches, 
holding a foaming jug of ale and wearing a tricorn hat whose corners formed 
a convenient spout. Toby jugs were originally found in the village tavern and used 
for drinking ale by the local community. 


These examples are much later, mostly made in Staffordshire or Japan. 
Some are unmarked as to maker, some are made by the well known maker 
Royal Dalton, who reinvented the Toby in the 20" century and created their 
“character jugs”. A character jug as just a face, or head and shoulders. Japanese 
tobies are not as defined in sculpture but still quit collectable. 





“Walnut Grove Questers #1251 te 
_ . The-Walnut Grove Questers #1251 met on mga 
June 10 at the Iowa Welcome ¢ Center, LeClaire, oa ; 


ee eee 


“for our annual tour which was planned and ar- 
ranged by Betty Spies and Betty Claussen. We 
toured the Buffalo Bill Museum and enjoyed see- = 
ing the recent large expansion of the museum. - faa 

We shopped the many interesting shops in ius 
LeClaire and met at Steventon’s for a delightful 
lunch complete with river view. President Bernice 
Meier presided over a brief business meeting and 
10 members answered roll call. A thank-you note js 
was read from the International Preservation and 
Restoration Fund for our recent donation. 

From Steventon’s we went to the Isabel Bloom 
studio factory where we had a very interesting tour 
‘Showing all the. steps-it takes to make the Bloom 
pieces. 

Our next meeting will be Oct. 14 at the home 
of Betty Spies and the program will be Baubles, 
Bangles and Beads. 
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